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he sprang at the Giant's face and tore his cheeks
with his nails. Kumbhakarna flung him down, and
Sugriva was soon among his friends once more,
while the angry Giant, blinded with rage and roaring
with pain, began to move aimlessly about trampling-
down his foes by dozens.

Before long he came face to face with Rama and
Lakshmana. An arrow from the bow of the peerless
prince pierced the Giant's mighty arm. He rushed
blindly at Rama, but another arrow struck him in the
side. With a crash like a mountain hurled down
from its height the Giant fell to the earth ; as his
head smote the ground his great heart broke, and
he died.

Still the fierce war went on, with varying fortune,
until the day came when Ravana swore a dreadful
oath that before sunset either he or Rama should bite
the dust. So he leapt into his chariot, sought out
the peerless prince, and challenged him to a final
wrestling bout. Rama's answer was a stream of
arrows from his mighty bow, but his enemy put
them aside as though they had been drops of rain,
and hurling his spear at Lakshmana brought him
senseless to the earth. This roused Rama to fury
and he attacked Ravana at close quarters, until the
the terrified Demon took fright, turned, and fled
back to Lanka.
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Then Rama sought out his beloved brother and
found him lying, to all appearance, dead. At that
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